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From the
Past President

by Betty Anne Rowlands
A Time To Reflect ...

appointed by the Board to se,ve for three
years, three new members being appointed
annually. In order to implement the
commission smoothly, three members with
three year terms, three members with two
year terms, and three members with one year
terms will be appointed in the spring of 1988.
Those interested in serving on the commission
should contact Gwen O'Donnell, the 19871988 President of MRA, as soon as possible.
Congratulations are extended to Dick
Goodwin and his committee for the superb
work done on formulating the concept of the
commission, and developing the
implementation plans.
Another new committee for MRA is the
Children's Literature committee which began
its work in January of 1987 under the
direction of Cheryl Grueneberg. This
committee has developed a four year Book
Award process involving young readers from
across the state of Michigan. The concept of
the award was approved at the June, 1987,
Board meeting. Watch forfurther information
as the 1987-1988 committee articulates the
plan, and begins its implementation.
Internally, the Board of Directors has
spent a great deal of time reviewing the
activities of the Association, and those steps
which need to be taken to allow the work of
the Association to expand. A committee has
been appointed to review the feasibility of
establishing a permanent office for MRA with
a full-time secretary. In the interim, the hours
of the administrative secretary have been
expanded, and a permanent phone has been
installed. If any member has questions, or
wishes to communicate with the Board, the

The 1986-1987 year was a busy, busy year
for the active members of the Board of
Directors and the membership of M.R.A.!! The
year found members scurrying to increase
their knowledge of the meaning of teaching
students to become "strategic readers," to
impart their acquired knowledge with others
through conference presentations and
inservices, to develop additional documents
which would further everyone's knowledge
base, to assist in the development of test items
for the new MEAP and to take part in the field
review of items already developed. In
addition, Board members dealt with new
topics, such as the development of a
conference planning commission, the securing
of a computer for the secretary so that
documents can be revised on a word
processor, the creation of committees to
further the work of the Association, and the
continuance of those projects already well
under-way such as the teacher awards, honor
council status for Local Councils, and stipends
for local councils wishing to hold Young
Authors events.
One of the most far-sighted projects of
the Board was to develop a Conference
Planning Commission which will undertake
the responsibilities of planning the annual
March conference beginning in 1988 for
Conference 1989. By Board action, this
commission will be chaired by the Vice
President of MRA with the Vice PresidentElect serving as assistant chairman. The nine
members of the commission will be appointed,
each assuming an area of responsibility for
the conference. Eventually, members will be
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number to cal I is (616) 731-5617. Mrs. Ralston
will assist with questions of membership,
publications, conference materials, etc.
For the sake of- brevity alone, I have
addressed only the newer concepts dealt with
during the past year. We have continued to
provide focused drive-in conferences such as
the Administrators' Conference, the Childrens'
Literature Conference, the Newspaper in
Education Conference and the Vision and
Learning Conference. Our publications
continue to serve the needs of the
membership ... the flip-charts on "What
Research Says ... " and "New Decisions ... " are
extremely popular across the nation. "News
'n Views," our newsletter, is undoubtedly the
best state council newsletter in the nation.
The Journal as a source of current information/
research cannot be matched by any state
council.

To the members of the 1986-1987 Board
of Directors of the Michigan Reading
Assocation, I express my most sincere thank
you for the opportunity I have had to serve the
Association with you. To those who have
served the Board/ Association and are now
retiring from their duties, Dick Goodwin, Joy
Muehlenbeck, Cheryl Grueneberg, Ann Allen,
Helen Johncock, Lila Malmborg, Kevin
Barrens, Jeanne Dobes, and Glenowyn
Jones, I wish you God Speed, and thank you
for your hours of devotion to the work of
MRA. You will be missed. To the membership
of the 1987-1988 Board and the membership
at large, I wish you well as you set-out to
complete the goals and objectives of the
Association. It is important to realize that the
accomplishments of the Association are
worthless if these accomplishments do not
meet the needs of the members. Much has
been done; much more awaits an enthusiastic,
devoted membership. Good Luck!!
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